N-myc transcription molecule and oncoprotein.
N-myc has emerged as a member of a transcriptional regulatory network which impinges directly on the machinery of cell growth and proliferation. Critical during neural crest embryogenesis, N-myc is rapidly down-regulated as tissues become terminally differentiated and growth-arrested. The involvement of N-myc in these fundamental cellular processes necessitates an intricate strategy for its regulation, which is still being elucidated. Deregulated N-myc over-expression has clear transforming ability in vitro and in vivo. The transcriptional target genes responsible for this activity are beginning to be unravelled.